CHAPTER FOURTEEN

VIEWS ON CURRENCY, UNEMPLOYMENT,
STRIFE, AND WAR (i)

'T'^HIS chapter of my book has nothing to do directly
JL  with my * flying' life, yet it embodies a very real
part of my present life. History has shown on countless
occasions that crusades which aim at the betterment
of humanity have met with ridicule and even violent
hostility from those who are quite satisfied that' this
is the best of all possible worlds.'   Instinctively the
mass of people appear to be satisfied with conservative
ideas and regard so-called evolutionary processes as
being a gradual solution of their troubles.   Actually,
of course, evolution if it is on wrong lines at its inception
is not a right mode of progression.   There conies a
time when revolutionary plans which are founded on
man's use of his intelligence, stirred to action by bitter
experience, are the only right course to pursue.  I
have shown how in my pioneer life of flying I was
frequently, in the early days, considered a crank with
peculiar ideas, yet these ' peculiar' ideas have proved
to be logical.   In the same way my advocacy of State
currency to replace that of the bankers, which forms
nearly all the currency, seem to me to be just as sound
as were my ideas on flying.   I certainly feel that they
are more important to human progress and happiness.
It is not a question of high finance.   All I propose
to do is to return to an old practice of using tangible
State currency in a new and modern way ; which will
reduce taxation enormously and may abolish it.
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